
During his 35-year career in pharmacology, Bing Poon 

helped enhance the lives of many fellow American soldiers. 

His gift to ACS will benefit other chemists aspiring to 

change lives through science.

Bing Poon approached life with a positive attitude and  

a smile on his face. A 60-year member of ACS, Bing  

seized every opportunity to improve the lives of those 

around him.

 When his college education was interrupted by World 

War II, Bing enlisted in the army and served overseas. 

Returning home with numerous commendations, including 

a Purple Heart and Bronze Star for heroic achievement, Bing completed his 

undergraduate degree at the University of California, Berkeley and earned his 

master’s degree and Ph.D. at the University of Colorado. 

 Merging his love for chemistry with his allegiance to the Army, Bing spent  

35 years working in pharmacology at the Walter Reed Army Institute of Research 

in Washington, D.C., as part of a team that developed anti-parasitic drugs 

for military use. Even after his retirement, Bing was fascinated with the latest 
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Use Your 
IRA to Make 
Tax-Free Gifts
For 2011, Congress 
extended a law that 
allows individuals 
aged 70½ or older  
to once again make 
tax-free charitable 
gifts using funds 
transferred directly 
from their IRAs to 
qualified charities 
like ACS. You can 
transfer any amount 
up to $100,000 
through the end of 
2011. Contact ACS 
at (202) 872-6210 
to learn more. 
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developments in chemistry and those who benefited from 

them, attending conferences and visiting with wounded 

soldiers at Walter Reed.

Enjoying All Life Had to Offer
While his professional life was dedicated to chemistry, 

Bing’s personal passion was skiing. He rigorously 

pursued his goal of becoming a certified ski instructor 

and reached associate certification (Level II) with the 

Professional Ski Instructors of America. In his personal 

fashion of living life to the fullest, Bing died at age 85 

while skiing in Vermont. 

 “He had a love for life,” says Bing’s skiing instructor 

and friend, Mac Jackson. “He believed in doing as 

much as he could do while he was alive.”

Preserving the Things That Mattered Most
But Bing also believed in planning his estate so his 

resources would continue to enrich other people’s lives 

after his death. He wanted to help sustain organizations 

that had been important to him—his schools, veteran 

groups and ACS.

 Because he wanted to give back in a way that would 

allow ACS to determine the best use of his funds, Bing 

opted for an unrestricted charitable gift annuity. The 

gift annuity provided him with extra payments during 

his lifetime and now supports ACS and its programs. 

 Bing’s determination to make a difference through 

chemistry will live on in his legacy at ACS.
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By helping ACS, you are improving people’s lives through the transforming power 

of chemistry. A great way to do this is by creating a charitable gift annuity, 

which provides fixed payments to you for life. Read below to learn more. 

How a Gift Annuity Works
 •  You establish a charitable gift annuity by transferring cash or securities to 

ACS. In return, we make fixed lifetime payments each year to you alone or to 

you and another person you select, often a spouse. 

 •  Your payments do not fluctuate, and the annual rate 

of your payment is based on your age at the time of 

the gift. The older you are, the higher the annuity 

rate. (See chart, right.)

 •  You will receive a sizable charitable income tax 

deduction in the year you set up the annuity. And 

each year, a portion of your payment will be income 

tax–free, until you reach your life expectancy. 

 •  After your lifetime and that of the other 

person, the remaining balance is used  

to help ACS fulfill its mission. 

A Quick Way to Take a Closer Look
Complete and return the enclosed reply card 

to receive this FREE guide, The Key to Securing 
Extra Retirement Income and a personalized 
calculation of your possible gift annuity benefits. 
 

The Key to Securing

Extra Retirement Income

A Win-Win Way to Open New Doors in the Sciences

Age

65

70

75

80

85

  90+

 Rate

  5.5%

  5.8%

  6.4%

  7.2%

  8.1%

  9.5%

Our CGA Rates

FREE 
Guide!

Contact ACS to discuss 
specific rates for your 
age or for two-life gift 
annuities.  

Every day we lose some 
of tomorrow’s most gifted 

scientists. Your gift can help 
make dreams possible.

PROJECT SEED ALUMNUS AND ACS SCHOLAR ERIC PLAUD
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A charitable gift annuity is 
a powerful way to establish a 
legacy. And by doing this, you 

are becoming an American 
Chemical Society Legacy Leader. 

For more information, 
contact ACS today. 
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Within the last two summers of my high school career 

I was blessed with opportunities that have defined 

me. After learning classroom chemistry, I was given 

the opportunity to see how chemistry is applied in the 

environment, and I absolutely fell in love.

 The American Chemical Society has made a lot 

possible in my life. And it’s why I am proud that I 

have decided to study environmental chemistry, become an environmental 

engineer and continue with water quality–related research. 

 Research in the environmental field has influenced me to pursue the 

environmental sciences. I want to fulfill my dreams of helping the natural 

world while also making my family proud of me for being the first to achieve 

a college education. I will one day be a college graduate continuing on to 

receive my master’s degree in order to contribute solutions to the challenges 

the nation is facing.

I wanted to thank you. The legacy gifts from ACS 

members and friends for ACS programs like Project 

SEED, the ACS Scholars Program and Green Chemistry 

Education and Outreach have an impact on future 

generations of young chemists. 

You’ve Helped Me; Now I Want to  
Help Solve Our Biggest Challenges

ELAINE GOMEZ
NEW JERSEY INSTITUTE 

OF TECHNOLOGY


