
“It is the most important thing I do in 

my life,” she says. “Getting someone 

positioned to go in the direction of 

chemistry and seeing them actually go 

there is very rewarding.”

A longtime member of ACS, Elaine met 

Dr. Alan Nixon, the founder of Project 

SEED, in the early stages of the program. 

Discouraged by the low participation in her 

California local section, Elaine partnered with 

Glenn Fuller from the USDA to promote 

the program in the Bay Area, resulting in 

steady growth over the past three decades. 
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Frank Sit, right, with his Chevron mentor, Ray 
Ryason. A few years later, while obtaining his 

bachelor’s degree at UC Berkeley, Frank and Ray 
would work together again on a collaborative 

research project with Elaine Yamaguchi and 
Professor Kyriakos Komvopoulos.

In her 34 years at Chevron, retired chemist Elaine Yamaguchi made 

many significant contributions to chemistry and tribology, yet she 

considers her involvement with the American Chemical Society’s 

Project SEED to be her most worthy endeavor.



Project SEED is a summer program for economically disadvantaged 

high school students who are paid a stipend to work alongside chemists, 

enabling them to gain hands-on experience in the field, soak up 

knowledge from mentors and learn what it means to be part of the 

professional workforce. “Most of these students don’t attend schools 

where they do lab work or have parents with steady full-time jobs,” Elaine 

says. “It’s an eye-opening experience for them, and it introduces them to 

the possibility that they could become chemists themselves.”

Planting and Cultivating the Seed: One Student’s Story

As the Bay Area coordinator of Project SEED, Elaine is responsible 

for finding mentors and pairing them with student candidates she is 

introduced to through local chemistry teachers. Whenever possible, she 

keeps track of participants after they complete the program. 

Frank Sit is one such student. Following in his sister Christine’s 

footsteps, Frank participated in two summers of Project SEED. 

During his first experience, he worked at Chevron, researching 

the chemicals in lubricants to reduce friction. His second summer 

was spent at the Children’s Hospital & Research Center Oakland 

looking at DNA sequences and their links to diseases. These 

experiences sparked Frank’s interest in biotechnology, which 

ultimately became his career aspiration. “I was inspired by the tools 

they used to do research,” Frank says. “It made me excited to go 

into the engineering field.”

Frank cites other ways 

in which Project SEED 

influenced his professional 

goals. “Early exposure to lab 

work...helped narrow down 

what I wanted to focus on in 

the future,” he says. Frank 

also credits Project SEED 

with helping him and others 

understand that what they 

learn in school can translate 
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Frank Sit, right, with his second  
Project SEED mentor, Gordon Watson.



into a job in the sciences where they can help advance society.

While working on his B.S. in chemical engineering at UC Berkeley, 

Frank once again benefitted from Elaine’s guidance when she helped 

him get a research position with Professor Kyriakos Komvopoulos. After 

graduation, Frank worked as an engineer at Aclara Biosciences and 

then Applied Biosystems before securing his current position as project 

manager at Abbott Vascular, where he’s proud to be making life-saving 

bioresorbable stents.

“I’m thankful to Elaine for her intentional involvement in young 

people’s lives—for planting the seeds so that in the future they can 

become chemists, engineers and project managers who will impact 

people’s lives,” Frank says.

Nurture Future Generations of Scientists

Both Elaine and Frank have seen the powerful results of Project 

SEED firsthand, but to continue cultivating the finest scientific 

minds of today, the program requires continual funding. “The 

program depends on donors,” Elaine stresses.

“If you donate to Project SEED,” Frank adds, “you help nurture future 

generations of students who will work in the sciences, resulting in more 

people contributing to the industry.”

“Project SEED looks to the future of chemistry,” Elaine says. “It’s where 

new chemists will come from and where the industry is going to want to 

get their future employees. It’s the very best program ACS has.”

“ Most of these students don’t attend schools 
where they do lab work or have parents 
with steady full-time jobs. [ACS is] an 
eye-opening experience for them, and it 
introduces them to the possibility that they 
could become chemists themselves.”

—Elaine Yamaguchi

For more information on how you can make a gift to support 

the future of Project SEED or other ACS programs, please  

contact Mary Bet Dobson today at (202) 872-6210 or m_dobson@acs.org.
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Why does Dr. Elizabeth K. 
Weisburger, ACS Legacy Leader, 
choose charitable gift annuities 
as her way to support Project 

SEED? Charitable gift annuities 
are “no hassle and on all 
counts, both parties are 

made happy.”
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•  A partial charitable deduction for income 

tax purposes.

•  Capital gains income reportable over your 

anticipated life expectancy, in most cases. 

•  Estate and gift tax charitable deductions. 

•  Potential for increased disposable income.

•  Partially income tax–free payments 

throughout your anticipated life 

expectancy.

See How You Can Benefit

We would be happy to run a personal 

calculation showing your potential benefits. 

Return the enclosed survey to receive this 

free gift illustration, along with our free 

guide A Simple Gift That Boosts Your Income. 

You can also visit our website www.acs.org/

legacy, and click on “Gift Illustrator.”

How a Charitable Gift Annuity Works
A charitable gift annuity is a contract with ACS in which you agree to make an 

irrevocable donation, usually with cash or marketable securities. In return, ACS 

agrees to make fixed annual payments to you for life. Assets that remain after your 

lifetime help support the Society’s mission. Some advantages include:

Age Rate

Gift 
Annuity 
Payment

Charitable
Deduction*

65 4.7% $470 $2,848
70 5.1% $510 $3,615
75 5.8% $580 $4,216
80 6.8% $680 $4,758
85 7.8% $780 $5,485
90 9.0% $900 $6,183

For One Life

For Two Lives

Ages Rate

Gift 
Annuity 
Payment

Charitable
Deduction*

65/70 4.4% $440 $2,167
70/75 4.8% $480 $2,893
75/80 5.3% $530 $3,670
80/85 6.1% $610 $4,302
85/90 7.3% $730 $4,826
90/95 8.8% $880 $5,391

*Assumes a $10,000 gift and a 1.4 percent  
charitable midterm federal rate


