
Both principal members of technical 

staff in the Ceramic Processing and 

Inorganic Material Department, Tim 

and Bernadette acknowledge that while 

their work is exciting and engaging, 

most of it takes place behind the closed 

doors of their labs. This makes it very 

difficult to entice bright young minds to 

their field. 

 “Students don’t always know what 

chemists do,” explains Bernadette. “They 

don’t see what a fun and important field 

chemistry is.”

 Project SEED is a solution to this 

problem. Project SEED is a summer 
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ACS Scholars Program alumna Bernadette 
Hernandez-Sanchez gives back by mentoring 
students in her lab at Sandia. She is pictured 
with two of her students at an ACS Scholars 
Program reception. From left to right: 
Maddison Casillas, Bernadette Hernandez-
Sanchez and Thao Nguyen, who has just 
completed her second year with Project SEED.

American Chemical Society members Dr. Timothy J. Boyle and Dr. 

Bernadette A. Hernandez-Sanchez devote long days to researching and 

developing new materials at Sandia National Laboratories. 
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program for economically disadvantaged high school students who are 

paid a stipend to work alongside chemists to gain hands-on experience 

in the profession. The program opens doors into the fascinating and 

evolving world of chemistry for students like Selena Tran Jurado, who 

otherwise might never get more than a glimpse at the possibilities of a 

career in the field. 

 Selena applied to Project SEED on the recommendation of her high 

school chemistry teacher. The summer of her junior year, she began 

her first eight-week internship at Sandia under Tim’s mentorship. She 

spent hours in the lab synthesizing 

compounds and solving the molecular 

structure of crystals she’d grown.

    Realizing her passion for chemistry, 

Selena reapplied and was granted a 

second summer at Sandia through 

Project SEED. As a result of her time 

in the lab and with the support of  

Tim and Bernadette, Selena decided 

to pursue a degree in chemistry from 

the University of New Mexico this  

fall. “Project SEED helped me  

choose a major,” Selena says. “I didn’t know what I wanted to do.  

Now I know that I really enjoy chemistry and want to continue to learn 

more about it.”

 With the Project SEED experience on her résumé and 

encouragement from Bernadette, who is an ACS Scholars Program 

alumna, Selena applied for and was chosen as a 2015 ACS Scholar. The 

scholarship will help offset college costs along with the job she’s been 

offered at Sandia.  
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“ Project SEED helped me choose 

a major,” Selena says. “I didn’t 

know what I wanted to do. Now I 

know that I really enjoy chemistry 

and want to continue to learn 

more about it.”

—Selena Tran Jurado



Make a gift to the ACS that opens doors for future generations of chemists. To learn 

more, contact Mary Bet Dobson at (202) 872-6210 or visit www.acs.org/legacy.

 “Students like Selena are a godsend,” Tim says. “We can help build 

her [into a chemist] and she can help us in the lab.”

 As an ACS Scholar and a former Project SEED participant, Selena 

is on the path to a meaningful career in chemistry thanks to her ACS 

mentors and the members who make these programs possible. One gift 

can open many doors to the future of chemistry.

ACS Scholar and a former Project SEED participant Selena Tran Jurado. 
PHOTO BY RANDY J.  MONTOYA, SANDIA NATIONAL LABORATORIES.

Estate planning provides an opportunity to create 
a legacy that you and your loved ones feel good 
about. Our FREE guide Your Personal Planning Road 
Map breaks the planning journey into simple steps. 
Simply return the enclosed survey to request your 
copy today.

Start Your Giving Journey Today



Benefits for Others

Few pleasures in life offer more personal satisfaction or endure longer 

than helping others live better lives. By making a donation today, you can 

help improve people’s lives through the transforming power of chemistry. 

And as you search for the perfect gift for a loved one, remember that a 

year-end charitable gift in his or her name is always appreciated. 

Benefits for You

Depending on the gift arrangements you choose, you can.

	 •	Reduce your income taxes.

	 •	Increase your spendable income.

	 •	Reduce or eliminate capital gains tax.

	 •	Attain no-cost, worry-free asset management.

1155 Sixteenth Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
Phone: (202) 872-6210 
Fax: (202) 872-4604

The Twofold Benefits of 
Charitable Giving

©  American Chemical Society and The Stelter Company • The information in this publication is not intended as legal advice. For such advice, please 
consult an attorney or tax advisor References to estate and income taxes apply to federal taxes only. State income/estate taxes or state law may impact 
your results.

When you support the American Chemical Society this year, not only will 

others benefit from your generosity, but so will you.

Mary Bet Dobson, Assistant Director  
   for Individual Giving 
Email: m_dobson@acs.org 
www.acs.org/legacy

Discover Your Giving Options
To find out in what ways you can complete your year-end gift, please contact 

Mary Bet Dobson at (202) 872-6210 or visit www.acs.org/legacy.


